PART A   Isaiah 61:1-3,10-11 and Luke 4:14-21
VISION SUNDAY   -    St Luke’s Palmerston, Sunday 16th November, 2008

Today we come together to present ourselves before God, so that as the Church at Palmerston we can find a way forward together. It is Vision Sunday. 
Sometimes God reveals things in layers.  For me, since I first thought about this parish even before I got here, God was working in my mind and heart to seek what he wants for us. Along with you I will keep searching.
God has been working with you in this context for as long as you have been here.

Wave a hand high if you have been here for 3 years or less.

· If 4-5 yrs
- If 6- 10 yrs
- if 11-15      if 16-20
 21 or more

· from this church buildings Feb 1990 – from church under the rectory Christmas Day 1985
· first official meeting 1985 on the empty land
Fantastic!! God has been answering prayers. Building into your lives – growing you in the Spirit
Teaching you from his word. 
>>>>>This church holds the value that 
· the word of God, the Bible is central to knowing God
· That what we have is a gift from God, and our income is tithed each month 10% for mission somewhere.
· God has blessed you with debt free church and rectory ( a challenge – we need to believe that God will rise to the challenge in the next few years as we concentrate on a fresh growth spurt, that he will provide there too,.)
· There has been a trail of strong Christian people who have passed through these doors and been blessed, as well as being a blessing to others.
· And I see some people searching for a new and refreshing way for them to contribute. 
· I see a faithfulness before God as you have gone to him in prayer and he has made you reliant on him. It shows.
· And I see new growth. The comings and goings encourage us with new people and new insights. And new desires to know God.

The Spirit has already blessed you, and that is reason for thanks to God and for celebration!!

The first thing that I want to share with you here, is that we have contacted the MMM team – Mobile Mission Maintenance. A team of quality workers who offer a variety of services to churches – they do the work for us – we pay for the costs of materials. And people gift and donate to them as they have need. It is a full time faith ministry for them. They will be speaking with the congregation we hope in the early new year. They hope to begin some bits and pieces this year. When we have more detail we will certainly share this with you. We are looking at bringing a freshness to the building to reflect a new stage of growth. And to do it at a reasonable cost. 
Yet we know here that the building and the physical recourses are not the ministry. So we search out what God wants for us.

It would be easy to say that we need people to fill gaps, or people to do training to take on new things. And we do need wardens. We do need people to volunteer themselves to the simplest things like preparing the building for worship and a healthy sized team for the big put away after the service and to do the newsletter and to do some office computer work.

We do need people. But the deeper question before God, is OK here we are God. This is who we are and where we are at right now. Nov 2008. Give us a vision for now. What can we do with who we are TODAY!!

In a sense this may be an interim time – a short-term set of visions. Some of you will eventually be involved in the more long term view. The exciting thing is that we do not know what will come from putting one foot in front of the other and then watching while God does his work!!
I was invited to a Quiet Day with other people in ministry here in the Diocese. And during that day so many things fell into place, so many things that had been whirring in my mind – found a settling place. And that is when I realized that we did not need to wait until next year before we have our annual Vision Sunday.

Today is a starting point in a new phase and each of you can choose before God if there is some way you can play your part in moving forward.

Let me go first to the passage we read from the prophet Isaiah – in ch 61. We think it was written in the 7th C BC. The Jewish people were in exile in Babylon.  It appears that it has at least 2 level of meanings. It speaks to the situation of their being captives and it point to the time when after 70 years of exile the Jews will be liberated & return to their  land. 
It has another meaning though. It is called a Servant Song, because it anticipates a Servant who will liberate and restore and renew his people. It speaks of an Anointed one chosen by God, who will call the people to healing, and give comfort for the broken hearted and the afflicted. A day when their will be release from darkness, and vengeance, and mourning. A time too where the sins of the people are seen to be forgiven. The Jews were in Babylon for their disobedience. And there will be a time of the Lord’s favour and the punishment will be over.
The first meaning has to do with the nation of Israel and their return to the land. 

The second meaning foreshadows Jesus himself, the Servant who will heal and restore.

For Isaiah and the nation of Israel there is hope. There is a faithful God who will be there for them. 
We read of the year of the Lord’s favour which is thought to be the Jubilee year where every 50 years all debt is ended and where they celebrate a holy year of God’s favour. Some see it as a time when the punishment of their sins will be ended. Either way it is worth anticipating.
>>>

About 600 years later, there is an Appointed Servant. Jesus, the Son of God stands up in the Synagogue in his home town of Nazareth, and reads from Isaiah 61.
The words are slightly different, but he claims that Scripture as the Servant, anointed or chosen by God. This is the beginning of his public ministry and he is 30yrs old. He lets them know that TODAY they have seen it fulfilled. He has arrived as promised, to offer this ministry not only to Israel, but to all people, 

to you and to me.

From Luke: 
18"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

 

 because he has anointed me 

 to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

      

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

  

 to release the oppressed, 

 
9to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."[a] 

The beginning of His ministry was a profound time. The truth of the good news that he brought offended them so deeply that the crowd hedged him out to the cliffs and planned in their anger to toss him down and kill him.
Jesus is the one who liberates his people and the release he brings for the forgiveness of our sins breaks through all that pulls us down. It touches on every aspect of our poverty, our trappedness, our blindness, our oppression. It takes it all and laying it at the foot of the cross there is Jesus 
who will completely release us and free us and bring recovery. 
For we become people belonging to this Saviour and Servant of God. We are released and freed and 
have a hope that stretches beyond this world.
>>>

You and I today have been liberated in Christ and become Christians. Or we are here hoping to hear that there is a release valid for our lives and a healing that touches us. Personally. Powerfully. Profoundly.

So how does this fit in with Vision Sunday?

We have the GOOD NEWS of Jesus. We have the opportunity to pass from death to life with Jesus and even more,


He has entrusted this mission to us that we pass on the Good news of Jesus.

This isn’t a freedom that is to stay locked up in this building! And by the way, we are in the middle of organizing new signs so people can see where we are more clearly and we are even more visible. We have advertised our presence in the Relocating North magazine that is available to all Defense families. We will pray for opportunities to offer a story that is positive and enriching for this community and encourage the local press to report it. God will show us the timing I am sure. People have to start with knowing that we are here. 
But then what?

Here in Palmerston are thousands of people who do not have this good news. 

There are people discouraged and depressed by their guilt, their lostness, the trappedness of life. The level of poverty and homelessness make National News. The inequality of the way some of our indigenous people live compared to us screams at injustice. Yes it is true that some opportunities are there for the taking but for many there is no way out that they can find. The levels of abuse is a national disgrace.
We have a huge number of young people. Not enough resources and good leadership examples available for them. This city has grown so fast and it is still growing. Needs will increase. 
There are families here who are constantly struggling and young mothers who miss their husband and the father of their children because they are deployed overseas or they are working away from home for weeks at a time.

This Community needs the good news. And if we are to reflect the community then for each 100 people who worship here 25 should be from the Defense forces. 25 should be our indigenous brothers and sisters. 50 should be 15 or under. 

Now I don’t know the exact plan that God has. We need to own our community – the whole community, and pray to the Lord of the Harvest to release the fruit of the Harvest and to raise up those who will harvest.
I look at the Mission Statement that has been on the back wall. On the single page. I discovered most people can’t tell me about it at this point, so there is room for us to create something we all own. And in time we will. 

SOME GOOD STUFF THOUGH
It reads:…..
There is a strong community focus – and the future is HERE – NOW. So we will strategically plan.

I would like to release today 2 major initiatives.

I need a team to work with. I understand the limits of where we are at. 

So what I propose is a small group who will meet fortnightly.

They will support one another and pray together. 
They will look at the Bible together.

But the special focus of this group will be ministry. This is a group where any of you can say you are interested in participating. But there will be a selection of people – different ages and perspectives. God will lay it on your heart if it is for you.
I am thinking about Wednesday evening  on a fortnightly basis but that is open for discussion.
this particular group will examine the Bible, but the focus will be on ministry and growth. It will involve reading, and discussing. Listening to CD’s or watching DVD’s. This needs to be a group who are not afraid of having different views – able to respect where another person or group are coming from – and pray through the relevance. This group will seek to find what God’s heart is for St Luke’s.
It is not necessarily an implementing group. It is not a group of ‘doers’. It is a group of people who seek God’s vision and explore possibilities. Who are not afraid to ask the question of how do we support the homeless? How do we meet the massive needs of the community? What does God want from us concerning our indigenous brothers and sisters? What can we offer for the youth? For women and children? For the workers trying to hold their families together. It will look at what we do and pray through every aspect of what God may want from us.
I do not know the answers. But this group must understand enough about ministry possibilities to seek God’s way. And I believe he will lay some things in our minds that we will want for the Parish to explore. 
I have heard of huge ministries that started from 1or 2 people who have a vision that was God given. What God gives us may be quite small, but if it is right for us then we move with it. We are still a small group of people so we can only go at the speed of who we are. 
This group may be as small as 2 or 3. It may be as large as say 14. It will be a group who commit until December next year. It will be called the 


Core Ministry Group 
There are no deadlines. It is not a group driven by having to achieve. But the prayer will be that before God, the ministry possibilities will unfold. And no matter what it will be a small group centred on Christ.
Now in case you are thinking that you want to do something but this isn’t right for you, then  on the alternate fortnights, there will be a more conventional small group that will meet and explore the Bible, pray and support each other.
Still not right for you? We know that it a group for mothers (or fathers) with preschool children is important. SO I wish to explore that possibility – a morning group that will give people an opportunity to explore Christianity and parenthood and just support from others. I am thinking about a Friday morning, but hey, we will need to talk together if you are interested.

So there is a start of some important groups in the Parish.

When we meet together and share we find God in new ways. 

Each group will offer opportunities for pastoral care, prayer and growth.

The Core Ministry Group will offer the opportunities to create ministry vision for the parish.
At the back – select possibility – next week will be detailed info on how we will get started – and as soon as we can we will do that. We will try to kick off this year, even if there is a break over Christmas & January. We got to get started.
We come humbly before God to see what he would want of us. We will pray together for all of these groups. 
We need to own the ASC and VC more earnestly in prayer
We need own the Simply Craft group more earnestly.
And the PAMM  and the PART

And the full time ministries of Rob & Leanna and Steve & Narelle.

We need to write to Ruth Leske who will be going back to China in the new year, and spent a few months amongst us.

And then the CMS missionaries, Andy and Jenny Bennett (Tanzania)

They are all a part of who we are. And who we will become.

This community, and each of us who are a part of it,  is our God given field of mission. 

In a minute we will be glancing at 2 Corinthians, and in 4:6 it reads:

For God says: LET LIGHT SHINE OUT OF DARKNESS.

Let it be our catchphrase for this season of our life together. In our services and in our community: The whole verse reads:

For God who said: Let light shine out of darkness’, made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 

We will explore that more as the weeks go on.


