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There are many confusing standards in our society today. The norm is often not God’s norm. Quite seriously, how do people get it right unless it has been taught very intentionally from a young age? And even then, society’s pressure can be very daunting, and sometimes embarrassingly isolating.
It is not easy in particular to be young. It is normal for teenagers to have friends who are heavy drinkers, even though research says that it will harm the growth of the body. Most young people experiment with drugs – they have for years – but today the variety and ease is confronting. .

Sexually there is more freedom and society acceptance, allowing experimentation or short term relationships or early pregnancies without stable relationships. A lot of permission giving - and everyone wants to fit the norm. 
We now have a legal system of de facto relationships which is not marriage. We have high divorce statistics. We have a norm of several marriages and high levels of infidelity.

In the work place there are tensions in setting good standards of work practice and in quality of workmanship. More than ever there are codes of conduct and written expectations, yet there is a lot of ‘creative’ room for manipulating workplace standard. As customers we often experience what is not up to scratch.  And we accept that it is just like that.

Being a Christian has never been easy because Christians have always been in a conflicting society. I would say though that the Australia of my youth in the Western Suburbs of Sydney, had a set of moral standards that were closer to those in the Bible and were more broadly held. It was also still a norm to go to church and in my small little area of St Peter’s Pitt Row, my Sunday school had over a hundred of us kids, and at the SS picnic we needed 3 buses to take us. It was acceptable in my primary school years.
There is huge diversity of both culture and religion today. Christianity is no longer a norm. There are still many nominal Christians in Australia, but our churches are not full of people who go to church every week simply because it is the norm to do so.

The pull of society is very strong on our lives and in shaping our personal NORMS.

Last week we spoke about grieving the Holy Spirit, and about taking off our old selves and putting on the behaviours that reflect being children of a King. And going on from there in 5:1, we read ..

 1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

How can we possibly imitate God? His standard was totally holy and his behaviour was without fault. Even his thinking was pure. Ours is not.

Jesus recognized sin. We do not always.

Jesus challenged both society and the church. He knew what to challenge and how to do it. And when not to challenge. 
I am reading from 5.3 
3But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people. 4Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.[e] 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7Therefore do not be partners with them.
These are strong words. Along with the behaviours we looked at last week, we hear more of what is proper for God’s holy people - which is who we are.
Now I want to clarify here. It is not saying that should we err in any of these areas, we are not going to get into heaven. We are in the Kingdom of Christ because of our Relationship with Jesus; because we accept that we need to repent and we do and we are forgiven – TOTALLY! 
(And if these verses do describe our way of living, then God calls us to see him and to turn to him through Jesus.)
As people of God we will never get it all right and we will sin both unintentionally and intentionally. God understands that apart from his grace we would never make it – that is the humbling reality of a loving God who sent Jesus to sacrifice his life for us – he knew that even when we turn to him we will still make wrong choices. 
What this passage talks about is a continual pattern of living and sin that makes no attempt to include Christ. The verse says that no greedy person will get into heaven. Well in this world that we live in our motives are not always pure and behaviours are not always selfless and at some stage every one of us will exhibit greed in some form – in behaviour, in speech, and in thought. We are not immune. 
But I expect to get to heaven because 
· it is not my normal pattern of living and 
· I do not want to be greedy because I choose to follow Jesus and

· therefore I will choose, whenever my frail being finds the strength, to put aside what is greedy. 
The non Christian doesn’t care. 
Christians can be riddled with guilt about sin. Don’t waste time on this. 
I take sin very seriously, and the more we move towards God, the more we are conscious of his holiness, and the more sin bothers us. That is a sign of growth if it leads us to strengthening our relationship with Jesus. 
v.7 Choose not to be partners with what is not God’s standard. 
Just as Jesus, our brother, gave himself to the Father making his life a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God, let us as children of the same father, desire to do the same.

We are to live as children of the light v.8. We are to be careful and wise v.15

>>>> And part of all of this means that belonging to Christ will Impact on every aspect of our relating. 

v.21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.
We are asked to put aside our agendas to show love and responsibility to others. 
Paul then talks about 3 main areas: 

1st the family unit of being husband and wife. 

2nd The relationship of children to parents and parents to children. and 

3rd the role of the workplace. Or more literally slaves and masters.

One day we will come back and examine these because they each hold challenges.

For today it is enough to say that every relationship is,

 as in v.21, 
out of reverence for Christ. 
We serve each other in the same way that he serves us. 
· It is deeper than putting the other person first. 
· It is seeing each other through the eyes of a God so full of love for that person that he would give his life for them. 
· It is drawing our attitudes from the standards of God and then implementing them out of love – not out of revenge, or bitterness, anger, greed, lust, envy, or selfishness. 
· It is seeking the mind of Christ in all our relating – for his holy end – not our imperfect one.
· It is a challenge letting the truth and wisdom of Jesus Impact our thinking so we reflect Christ. 
· It is the challenge of having an Impact on other lives because we seek to reflect Christ.
It is tough going. It is 24/7 stewardship of life with our God. It is being in the Kingdom of God and not the Kingdom of the world – while we still physically live and are part of the kingdom of this world.

It is being the light of Christ.

>>>

And in each relationship there is a submission v.21. Whether it be husband or wife or parent or child or master or slave or worker or employer. Every relationship requires attitudes and behaviours 
· that honours the other, and 
· respects the other. 
· And the only way we are ever going to get at least some of it right, is if we first come to Christ 
· and submit to him. 
· When we understand the way Jesus the Son of God submitted to the Father, then we glimpse 
· what is required for our own holy living and relating.
Not only do we not want to grieve the Spirit, but in v.17 it draws a contrast between being foolish and being in the will of God. It contrasts the empty living of drunkenness, with drinking in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
And it takes us back to the body of Christ. This struggle in our individual lives is shared in our church life. These words come in the middle of all the standards that are being aired for us as God’s children.
5:19 Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
What a joyful picture.

That takes us back to chapter 4 – same theme - where in v.1 we are called to live a life worthy of being God’s people. It speaks of being humble, and gentle, and patient. Of bearing with one another – in love. It is speaking of a generosity of heart that we use in regard to each other.
Then it comes to Unity which is the accountability we ended on last week ..

· unity of the Spirit

· the bond of peace

· one Lord, one faith , one baptism,

· One God!

The sins that are part of our life impact on the life of the church. They impact on how we shine as lights for God or how we don’t shine. 
And so Paul speaks about grace – free gifts – beyond the grace that deals with our rebelliousness and our wrong doings, is the grace that allows us to really live together as his family. 

That grace is 4v7 apportioned not by our planning, or a church committee, but by Christ himself.

His grace to the Christian person is to make sure that there is a diversity amongst us that will allow for many things to happen for his purposes. In wanting us to have unity and knowing that we all need assistance into growing to be like him, he knows that we need each other – 
vv. 12b of ch 4 that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
The grace that we need to make that happen, is the gifting of 
v.11 apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers.

and why do we need these graces and others that aren’t mentioned here? to prepare God’s people for works of service

why? so that the body of Christ may be built up

to what goal? to unity in faith and the knowledge of the Son of God.

And the result of these graces which we often call gifts? is to bring each other to maturity.

And when we use them properly there is a responsibility and an accountability to one another regarding God’s truth.

As God apportions, these wonderful free gifts of grace will keep us  all on track. Each of us as God proposes will have a different role and function.

But YOU are necessary as we grow as church under the headship of Christ. 

So that the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
God was generous beyond measure when he attributed these graces, which are the diverse gifts the body needs to assist each other to maturity. 
>>>

As we think about what it really means to be faithful and stand firm, we have an image in chapter 6 of the armour of God, that will help us to be strong in the Lord. Imagine Paul sitting in prison and staring at the guards in their armour.

He is thinking about the churches and their struggles and difficulties. He is writing to the Ephesian church that he was very close to – the elders wept when he said a final goodbye to them  - and he thinks and prays … STAND FIRM! upright and to attention as Christian people.

The belt that holds the uniform together is Jesus himself, the head of the church.

The vulnerable front of the body needs a breast plate for protection – and for us that is the righteousness that we receive as Christians. The work of Christ in giving us standing in his family protects our vulnerability in a world whose standards are not that of our God.
Then on the feet he sees strong boots that will carry you over a diversity of terrain and will carry us step by step in life through the roughest of circumstances – for our lives carry the gospel of peace.

We need more. The church needs more. He has seen the warriors hold the shield which is solid and firm and deflects attack. Which is exactly what is needed when God’s enemies attack the Christian and seek to  undermine our faith. But we can stand firm when things are rough – God has equipped us.
Then we have the helmet. The head is guarded. No one can take from us the salvation that has been given us under Christ. That is only God’s prerogative.
The sword - for when things get active - is the word of God. The power of the Bible can stop an enemy in his tracks or guard and protect us so we stay in his truth.

And then we pray, and the Spirit of  a Holy God leads us in prayer so that we are in constant communication with our God. We stand firm and not alone as we seek his battle plan for the rough days ahead.

We are not alone as God’s people. We are in Christ. We have the Spirit. We have each other. And there is a battle plan. Let us be thankful for the grace of salvation and the grace of the gifts used to equip the church.
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